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ABSTRACT 

Machine learning has fundamentally transformed the design, deployment, and operation of Internet of Things sensor systems by 

enabling data-driven optimization, intelligent data processing, and autonomous adaptation in resource-constrained environments. 

This comprehensive survey synthesizes recent advances in machine learning techniques applied to IoT sensor design, covering 

algorithmic approaches, optimization strategies, energy efficiency considerations, and edge computing implementations from 2020 

to 2025. The study examines how supervised learning methods including decision trees, support vector machines, and random 

forests enable classification and regression tasks in sensor networks, how unsupervised techniques such as clustering and 

autoencoders facilitate anomaly detection and dimensionality reduction, how reinforcement learning optimizes power management 

and network scheduling, and how deep learning architectures including convolutional neural networks, recurrent neural networks, 

and transformers enable high-dimensional feature extraction and spatio-temporal pattern recognition. Key findings demonstrate that 

machine learning enables joint sensor-architecture co-design with environmental reconstruction accuracy exceeding 93 percent in 

meta-material sensing applications, that ML-assisted network optimization yields transmission energy savings of approximately 35 

percent in industrial wireless sensor networks, and that lightweight models combined with edge computing strategies reduce latency 

while preserving accuracy in resource-constrained deployments. The survey also identifies persistent challenges including 

inconsistent performance metrics across studies, high training energy costs for deep learning models, limited model interpretability 

for safety-critical applications, and the need for standardized benchmarks and datasets. Implications for researchers emphasize co-

design methodologies that jointly optimize sensor structure and inference algorithms, for IoT developers highlight the importance 

of lightweight architectures and federated learning for edge deployment, and for industry stakeholders underscore the necessity of 

evaluating life-cycle energy costs including training, inference, and communication overhead to ensure practical sustainability of 

ML-enhanced sensor systems. 

 
KEYWORDS 

Internet of Things, machine learning, sensor design, deep learning, edge computing, energy optimization, wireless sensor networks, 

neural networks 

 
1. INTRODUCTION 

The Internet of Things represents a paradigm shift in how physical environments are monitored, analyzed, and controlled through 

networks of interconnected sensors, actuators, and computational devices. At the heart of this transformation lies the integration of 

machine learning algorithms that extract meaningful patterns from sensor data, enable autonomous decision-making, and optimize 

resource utilization in dynamic and often unpredictable deployment scenarios [1]. The proliferation of low-cost sensors, advances 

in wireless communication technologies, and the availability of cloud and edge computing infrastructure have created an ecosystem 

where billions of devices continuously generate massive volumes of heterogeneous data streams. Machine learning provides the 

essential tools to transform this raw data into actionable intelligence, supporting applications ranging from smart cities and industrial 

automation to healthcare monitoring and environmental sensing [2][3]. 

The evolution of machine learning in IoT sensor systems reflects a progression from simple network-level analytics to sophisticated 

co-design methodologies that fundamentally reshape how sensors are conceived, fabricated, and deployed. Early applications of 

machine learning in wireless sensor networks focused primarily on network optimization tasks such as routing protocol selection, 

coverage maximization, and fault detection, treating sensors as fixed data sources and applying ML algorithms at centralized 

processing nodes or cloud platforms [4]. As computational capabilities improved and model architectures advanced, researchers 

began exploring more ambitious integration strategies including on-node inference for real-time decision making, adaptive sampling 

techniques that adjust sensor behavior based on environmental conditions, and inverse design approaches that use ML to optimize 

sensor hardware configurations for specific sensing tasks [5]. This shift from post-hoc data analysis to design-time optimization 

represents a fundamental reconceptualization of the sensor development process, where machine learning becomes not merely a 

tool for processing sensor outputs but an integral component of the sensing apparatus itself [6]. 

Contemporary research in machine learning for IoT sensors addresses multiple interconnected challenges that arise from the unique 

constraints and requirements of distributed sensing systems. Energy efficiency remains paramount as most IoT sensors operate on 

limited battery capacity or energy harvesting, necessitating algorithms that minimize computational overhead, reduce wireless 

transmission, and enable intelligent duty cycling [7]. Computational constraints on resource-limited devices require lightweight 

model architectures, quantization techniques, and efficient inference strategies that balance accuracy against processing 
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requirements [8]. Data heterogeneity across diverse sensor modalities including temperature, humidity, motion, acoustic, and visual 

sensing demands flexible feature extraction and fusion approaches that can accommodate varying data types, sampling rates, and 

quality levels [9]. Deployment variability introduces challenges related to environmental noise, sensor drift, calibration 

requirements, and the need for models that generalize across different operating conditions without extensive retraining [10]. 

Privacy and security concerns necessitate distributed learning paradigms such as federated learning that enable collaborative model 

training while preserving data locality and protecting sensitive information [11]. 

The landscape of machine learning algorithms applicable to IoT sensor systems encompasses a rich diversity of approaches, each 

offering distinct advantages and trade-offs for different aspects of sensor design and operation. Supervised learning methods 

including decision trees, support vector machines, random forests, and gradient boosting machines excel at classification and 

regression tasks when labeled training data is available, supporting applications such as activity recognition, fault diagnosis, and 

predictive maintenance [12]. Unsupervised learning techniques including k-means clustering, principal component analysis, and 

autoencoders enable pattern discovery, anomaly detection, and dimensionality reduction without requiring labeled examples, 

proving valuable for exploratory analysis and outlier identification in unlabeled sensor streams [13]. Reinforcement learning and 

learning automata provide frameworks for sequential decision-making and adaptive control, optimizing policies for sensor 

scheduling, power management, and resource allocation through interaction with the environment [14]. Deep learning architectures 

including convolutional neural networks for spatial pattern recognition, recurrent neural networks and long short-term memory 

networks for temporal sequence modeling, and transformer architectures for attention-based feature extraction enable end-to-end 

learning from raw sensor data, eliminating the need for manual feature engineering while capturing complex nonlinear 

relationships [15][16]. Probabilistic models such as Gaussian process regression serve as surrogate models in optimization loops, 

enabling efficient exploration of design spaces and uncertainty quantification in sensor calibration and fusion tasks [17]. 

Recent advances have demonstrated the potential for machine learning to enable entirely new classes of sensor devices and 

deployment strategies that were previously impractical or impossible with conventional approaches. Meta-material sensors 

represent one such innovation, where the physical structure of the sensing element is co-designed with neural network-based 

reconstruction algorithms to achieve compact form factors and enhanced sensing capabilities [18]. Computational sensing 

paradigms leverage the interplay between hardware design and algorithmic processing to trade off sensing complexity against 

computational requirements, enabling simplified sensor architectures that rely on sophisticated post-processing to recover high-

quality measurements [6]. Edge intelligence architectures distribute computation between resource-constrained sensor nodes and 

more capable edge servers, enabling real-time inference while managing communication overhead and latency constraints [19]. 

Federated learning frameworks allow multiple IoT devices to collaboratively train shared models while keeping raw data localized, 

addressing privacy concerns and reducing bandwidth requirements in distributed sensing applications [20]. 

Despite significant progress, several critical gaps and challenges persist in the application of machine learning to IoT sensor design. 

The lack of standardized benchmarks and evaluation metrics makes it difficult to compare approaches across studies and assess the 

generalizability of proposed methods [21]. Most published research focuses on proof-of-concept demonstrations or simulations 

rather than long-term field deployments that would reveal practical issues related to model degradation, environmental variability, 

and maintenance requirements [22]. Energy consumption analyses often account only for inference costs while neglecting the 

substantial energy required for model training, which may occur periodically for model updates or transfer learning scenarios [23]. 

Model interpretability and explainability receive limited attention despite their importance for safety-critical applications, 

regulatory compliance, and debugging deployed systems [24]. The integration of ML-optimized sensor designs with manufacturing 

processes and commercial production remains largely unexplored, creating uncertainty about the practical feasibility and cost-

effectiveness of advanced co-design approaches [25]. 

This comprehensive survey addresses these gaps by synthesizing recent literature on machine learning algorithms for IoT sensor 

design, providing a structured taxonomy of approaches, evaluating empirical evidence for performance and energy efficiency, and 

identifying priority directions for future research. The scope encompasses algorithmic techniques spanning supervised, 

unsupervised, reinforcement, and deep learning paradigms, applications including sensor co-design, data processing, anomaly 

detection, and network optimization, implementation considerations for edge computing and resource-constrained deployment, and 

cross-cutting concerns related to energy efficiency, model interpretability, and practical deployment challenges. The survey targets 

multiple audiences including researchers seeking to understand the state of the art and identify open problems, IoT system 

developers evaluating ML techniques for specific applications, hardware designers interested in sensor co-design methodologies, 

and policymakers and industry stakeholders assessing the maturity and potential impact of ML-enhanced sensing technologies. 

The remainder of this paper is organized to provide comprehensive coverage of the field while maintaining a logical narrative flow. 

Section two presents a detailed literature survey covering the historical evolution of machine learning in IoT sensor systems, 

classification frameworks for organizing the diverse landscape of algorithms and applications, and analysis of previous surveys to 

identify gaps and establish the contribution of the current work. Section three articulates the research problem statement, 

formulating specific research questions that guide the survey and explaining the significance of addressing these questions for 

advancing both theoretical understanding and practical deployment of ML-enhanced sensors. Section four describes the research 

methodology including search strategies, inclusion and exclusion criteria, data extraction procedures, and limitations of the survey 

approach. Section five presents comprehensive outcomes and results organized by algorithm category, application domain, and 

performance dimension, synthesizing empirical findings and highlighting key insights from the literature. Section six concludes 

with a summary of main findings, implications for different stakeholder groups, acknowledgment of study limitations, and detailed 

recommendations for future research directions that can advance the field toward more effective, efficient, and practical ML-

enhanced IoT sensor systems. 

 
2. LITERATURE SURVEY 



23 

 

 

 
 Journal of Emerging Applied Sciences, Engineering, and Technology (JEASET) 

1(1), Aug’2025 

© jeaset.allans.co.in 
 

The application of machine learning to sensor systems has a rich history that predates the contemporary Internet of Things paradigm, 

with early work in the 1990s and 2000s exploring neural networks for sensor calibration, pattern recognition for activity 

classification, and adaptive filtering for noise reduction in embedded systems [26]. These pioneering efforts established fundamental 

concepts such as using supervised learning to map raw sensor readings to calibrated outputs, employing unsupervised clustering to 

identify operational modes or fault conditions, and applying reinforcement learning to optimize control policies in sensor-actuator 

systems [27]. However, these early applications were typically limited to individual sensors or small-scale systems due to 

computational constraints, limited connectivity, and the absence of large-scale datasets for training more sophisticated models [28]. 

The emergence of wireless sensor networks in the early 2000s created new opportunities and challenges for machine learning 

integration, shifting focus from individual sensor intelligence to network-level optimization and collaborative sensing. Research 

during this period concentrated on applying ML algorithms to address fundamental WSN challenges including energy-efficient 

routing where learning algorithms predicted traffic patterns and optimized forwarding decisions to minimize transmission energy, 

coverage and connectivity optimization where clustering algorithms and evolutionary methods identified optimal sensor placement 

and network topology, fault detection and diagnosis where anomaly detection techniques identified malfunctioning nodes or 

communication failures, and data aggregation and fusion where learning methods compressed and combined information from 

multiple sensors to reduce communication overhead while preserving essential information [29][30]. These applications primarily 

employed relatively simple algorithms such as k-means clustering, decision trees, and basic neural networks that could be 

implemented with the limited computational resources available on sensor nodes or executed at network sinks and base stations [31]. 

The period from 2010 to 2020 witnessed accelerating integration of more sophisticated machine learning techniques driven by 

several technological and methodological advances. The proliferation of smartphones and mobile devices created large-scale 

datasets for human activity recognition and context awareness, enabling training of more complex models and validation across 

diverse populations [32]. Cloud computing platforms provided scalable infrastructure for training deep learning models on IoT data 

streams, removing computational bottlenecks that previously limited model complexity [33]. Advances in deep learning 

architectures including convolutional neural networks for spatial pattern recognition and recurrent neural networks for temporal 

sequence modeling demonstrated superior performance compared to traditional hand-crafted features, motivating their adoption for 

sensor data analysis [34]. The rise of edge computing and fog architectures enabled distributed intelligence that balanced the trade-

offs between on-device processing, edge inference, and cloud analytics, supporting more sophisticated real-time applications [35]. 

During this period, research expanded beyond network-level optimization to encompass end-to-end learning from raw sensor data, 

with applications in smart homes, wearable health monitoring, industrial predictive maintenance, and autonomous vehicles 

demonstrating the practical value of ML-enhanced sensing [36][37]. 

The contemporary era from 2020 to 2025 marks a qualitative shift toward co-design methodologies that treat sensor hardware and 

machine learning algorithms as jointly optimizable components of an integrated sensing system. This paradigm, often termed 

computational sensing or machine learning-enabled sensor design, recognizes that the conventional sequential process of first 

designing sensor hardware and then developing algorithms to process its outputs may be suboptimal compared to simultaneous 

optimization of both components [6]. Computational sensing approaches leverage the fact that many sensing tasks do not require 

perfect reconstruction of the physical signal but rather extraction of specific features or decisions, allowing simplified or 

unconventional sensor designs paired with sophisticated inference algorithms to achieve task performance comparable to or 

exceeding traditional approaches while offering advantages in cost, size, power consumption, or other dimensions [38]. 

Representative examples include compressive sensing systems that acquire far fewer measurements than conventional Nyquist 

sampling by exploiting signal sparsity and using optimization algorithms to reconstruct signals, meta-material sensors with 

engineered electromagnetic or acoustic properties designed jointly with neural network reconstruction functions to achieve compact 

multi-modal sensing, event-based cameras that report pixel-level intensity changes rather than full frames, paired with spiking 

neural networks for efficient processing, and computational spectroscopy systems that use coded apertures or dispersive elements 

combined with reconstruction algorithms to achieve spectrometer functionality in compact form factors [18][39][40]. 

Classification frameworks for organizing machine learning algorithms in IoT sensor contexts have evolved alongside the expanding 

scope of applications and the diversification of algorithmic approaches. Early taxonomies focused primarily on the learning 

paradigm, distinguishing between supervised learning where models are trained on labeled input-output pairs, unsupervised learning 

where models discover patterns in unlabeled data, and reinforcement learning where agents learn policies through interaction with 

an environment and reward signals [41]. While this fundamental distinction remains useful, contemporary frameworks recognize 

the need for more nuanced categorization that captures the specific roles ML algorithms play in sensor systems. One widely adopted 

organizational scheme distinguishes between network-level applications where ML optimizes communication protocols, routing, 

topology, and resource allocation across sensor networks, node-level applications where ML enables on-device inference, adaptive 

sampling, and local decision-making, and design-level applications where ML informs or automates the sensor design process itself 

including structure optimization, calibration, and performance prediction [1][42]. Another complementary framework organizes 

algorithms by their primary function in the sensing pipeline including feature extraction and representation learning that transform 

raw sensor data into informative representations, classification and regression that map sensor inputs to discrete categories or 

continuous predictions, anomaly detection and fault diagnosis that identify unusual patterns or system failures, fusion and 

integration that combine information from multiple sensors or modalities, and control and optimization that determine sensor 

configurations, sampling rates, or network parameters [43]. 

Deep learning architectures warrant special attention given their prominence in recent literature and their distinct characteristics 

compared to traditional machine learning approaches. Convolutional neural networks have emerged as the dominant architecture 

for processing sensor data with spatial structure such as images from visual sensors, spatial distributions in sensor arrays, or 

spectrograms from acoustic sensors, with their ability to learn hierarchical features through convolutional and pooling layers 

proving particularly effective for extracting relevant patterns while maintaining some degree of translation invariance [44]. 
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Recurrent neural networks including long short-term memory and gated recurrent unit variants excel at modeling temporal 

dependencies in sequential sensor data such as time series from accelerometers, gyroscopes, or environmental sensors, with their 

recurrent connections enabling the network to maintain internal state and capture long-range dependencies that are crucial for many 

sensing tasks [45]. Autoencoders and variational autoencoders provide unsupervised or self-supervised learning frameworks for 

dimensionality reduction, anomaly detection, and generative modeling of sensor data, learning compact latent representations that 

capture essential structure while filtering noise and irrelevant variations [46]. Transformer architectures originally developed for 

natural language processing have recently been adapted for sensor data, using attention mechanisms to model long-range 

dependencies and relationships between different sensors or time steps without the sequential processing constraints of RNNs [47]. 

Generative adversarial networks have found applications in data augmentation for training more robust models, synthetic sensor 

data generation for simulation and testing, and adversarial robustness evaluation to assess model vulnerability to perturbations [48]. 

Several comprehensive surveys published between 2020 and 2025 have examined various aspects of machine learning in IoT sensor 

systems, each contributing valuable insights while leaving certain gaps that motivate the current work. Kim and colleagues 

conducted an extensive review of machine learning for advanced wireless sensor networks, systematically categorizing applications 

across network layers and identifying trends toward deep learning adoption and edge intelligence, though their focus remained 

primarily on network-level optimization rather than sensor design [1]. Ballard and colleagues published a perspective on machine 

learning and computation-enabled intelligent sensor design in Nature Machine Intelligence, articulating the co-design paradigm and 

providing illustrative examples across multiple sensing modalities, but offering limited systematic coverage of algorithmic 

approaches and empirical performance comparisons [6]. Mukhopadhyay and colleagues reviewed artificial intelligence-based 

sensors for next-generation IoT applications, emphasizing the integration of AI capabilities directly into sensor hardware and 

discussing commercial products and prototypes, though with less attention to algorithmic details and energy efficiency 

considerations [5]. Sharma and colleagues surveyed machine learning in wireless sensor networks specifically for smart city 

applications, providing valuable domain-specific insights and application examples but with limited coverage of recent deep 

learning advances and edge computing strategies [2]. Lakshmanna and colleagues reviewed deep learning techniques for IoT data, 

offering detailed coverage of neural network architectures and their applications but focusing primarily on cloud-based analytics 

rather than on-device or edge deployment scenarios [15]. 

Analysis of these and other recent surveys reveals several consistent gaps and limitations that the current work aims to address. 

First, there is limited integration across the sensor design, network optimization, and data analytics perspectives, with most surveys 

focusing on one aspect while treating others peripherally [49]. Second, energy efficiency analysis is often superficial, reporting 

only inference costs or network transmission savings without comprehensive accounting of training energy, model update costs, or 

life-cycle energy consumption [50]. Third, empirical performance comparisons across studies are hampered by inconsistent metrics, 

diverse experimental conditions, and lack of standardized benchmarks, making it difficult to draw general conclusions about relative 

algorithm effectiveness [21]. Fourth, edge computing and on-device inference receive increasing attention but systematic analysis 

of model compression techniques, hardware acceleration strategies, and accuracy-efficiency trade-offs remains limited [51]. Fifth, 

practical deployment considerations including model robustness to environmental variations, long-term performance degradation, 

maintenance requirements, and integration with existing IoT platforms are under-explored in favor of idealized laboratory 

demonstrations [52]. Sixth, emerging topics such as federated learning for privacy-preserving distributed training, neural 

architecture search for automated model design, and explainable AI for sensor systems are mentioned but not comprehensively 

covered in existing surveys [53]. 

The current survey addresses these gaps by providing integrated coverage across sensor design, network optimization, and data 

processing applications, systematic analysis of energy efficiency including training, inference, and communication costs, synthesis 

of empirical performance results with attention to experimental conditions and limitations, detailed examination of edge computing 

strategies and lightweight model architectures, critical assessment of deployment challenges and practical considerations, and 

forward-looking discussion of emerging techniques and future research directions. By adopting this comprehensive scope and 

critical perspective, the survey aims to provide researchers, developers, and stakeholders with an up-to-date, actionable 

understanding of machine learning algorithms for IoT sensor design that can inform both theoretical advances and practical 

implementations. 

 
3. RESEARCH PROBLEM STATEMENT 

The integration of machine learning algorithms into IoT sensor systems confronts a complex landscape of technical, operational, 

and practical challenges that arise from the intersection of constrained hardware resources, dynamic deployment environments, 

diverse application requirements, and the inherent characteristics of machine learning models themselves. IoT sensors typically 

operate under severe energy constraints, relying on small batteries or energy harvesting that provide limited power budgets 

measured in milliwatts or even microwatts, making it essential that any machine learning approach minimize both computational 

energy for inference and communication energy for data transmission [7]. Computational resources on sensor nodes are similarly 

limited, with many devices featuring microcontrollers with megahertz-range clock speeds, kilobytes of RAM, and no dedicated 

hardware acceleration for neural network operations, constraining the complexity and size of models that can be deployed on-

device [54]. Memory constraints affect both the storage of model parameters and the buffering of sensor data for processing, 

requiring careful optimization of model architectures and data handling strategies [55]. Communication bandwidth and latency 

considerations influence decisions about where processing occurs, with trade-offs between transmitting raw data to edge or cloud 

resources versus performing local inference and transmitting only results or compressed representations [56]. 

Beyond resource constraints, IoT sensor deployments face numerous operational challenges that complicate the application of 

machine learning techniques. Environmental variability including temperature fluctuations, humidity changes, vibration, and 

electromagnetic interference can affect sensor readings and model performance, requiring robust algorithms that maintain accuracy 
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across diverse conditions or adaptive mechanisms that adjust to changing environments [57]. Sensor drift and degradation over time 

cause shifts in the relationship between physical quantities and sensor outputs, necessitating periodic recalibration or online learning 

approaches that update models based on recent observations [58]. Heterogeneity across sensor types, manufacturers, and 

deployment contexts creates challenges for developing generalizable models, often requiring transfer learning or domain adaptation 

techniques to apply models trained in one context to different scenarios [59]. Security and privacy concerns arise when sensor data 

contains sensitive information about individuals or critical infrastructure, motivating privacy-preserving learning techniques such 

as federated learning, differential privacy, or encrypted computation [60]. Reliability and fault tolerance requirements in critical 

applications demand that ML-enhanced sensors provide not only accurate predictions but also confidence estimates, graceful 

degradation under partial failures, and mechanisms for detecting and recovering from anomalous conditions [61]. 

The diversity of IoT sensor applications further complicates the selection and optimization of machine learning approaches, as 

different domains impose distinct requirements and constraints. Smart city applications including traffic monitoring, air quality 

sensing, and infrastructure monitoring typically involve large numbers of sensors distributed across wide geographic areas, 

prioritizing energy efficiency, scalability, and robustness to communication failures while tolerating moderate latency for non-

critical monitoring tasks [2]. Industrial IoT applications for predictive maintenance, process optimization, and quality control often 

require high accuracy and reliability with real-time or near-real-time response, may have access to more power and computational 

resources than battery-powered sensors, and face stringent safety requirements that demand interpretable models and fail-safe 

behaviors [62]. Healthcare and wearable sensing applications must balance accuracy with user comfort and device wearability, 

handle highly variable data due to individual differences and activity patterns, protect sensitive personal health information, and 

provide timely alerts for critical conditions while minimizing false alarms [63]. Environmental monitoring applications may deploy 

sensors in remote or harsh locations where maintenance is difficult, require long operational lifetimes on limited energy budgets, 

and need to detect rare events or gradual trends against noisy backgrounds [64]. Agricultural IoT applications for precision farming 

face challenges related to seasonal variations, spatial heterogeneity across fields, integration of multiple sensor modalities including 

soil, weather, and plant sensors, and the need for actionable recommendations that consider economic constraints [65]. 

The characteristics of machine learning models themselves introduce additional considerations that must be addressed when 

applying them to IoT sensor systems. Model complexity and the number of parameters directly affect memory requirements, 

computational cost, and energy consumption, creating tension between the desire for high accuracy through sophisticated models 

and the practical constraints of resource-limited deployment [66]. Training data requirements can be substantial for deep learning 

approaches, yet labeled data may be expensive or difficult to obtain for many IoT sensing tasks, motivating research into semi-

supervised learning, active learning, and transfer learning that reduce labeling requirements [67]. Model interpretability and 

explainability are limited for complex neural networks, creating challenges for debugging, regulatory compliance, and user trust, 

particularly in safety-critical applications where understanding why a model made a particular prediction is as important as the 

prediction itself [68]. Adversarial robustness and the vulnerability of ML models to carefully crafted perturbations raise security 

concerns for IoT sensors that may be physically accessible to attackers who could inject malicious inputs or manipulate sensor 

readings [69]. Generalization and the ability of models to perform well on data different from their training distribution remains a 

fundamental challenge, particularly for IoT deployments where operational conditions may differ significantly from development 

and testing environments [70]. 

Against this backdrop of challenges and considerations, this survey addresses four primary research questions that structure the 

investigation and synthesis of the literature. The first research question asks which machine learning algorithm categories and 

specific techniques have been successfully applied to IoT sensor design, optimization, and operation, and what are the distinguishing 

characteristics, advantages, and limitations of each approach. This question motivates a comprehensive taxonomy of algorithms 

organized by learning paradigm, architecture type, and application domain, enabling researchers and practitioners to understand the 

landscape of available techniques and identify appropriate approaches for specific use cases [71]. The second research question 

examines how machine learning algorithms impact energy efficiency in IoT sensor systems, considering both direct computational 

costs and indirect effects on communication, sampling, and network operation, and what optimization strategies and architectural 

choices can minimize energy consumption while maintaining acceptable performance. This question addresses one of the most 

critical practical concerns for battery-powered and energy-harvesting IoT devices, synthesizing empirical findings on energy 

savings and identifying best practices for energy-aware ML deployment [72]. 

The third research question investigates how edge computing and distributed intelligence architectures enable deployment of 

machine learning algorithms in resource-constrained IoT environments, what techniques for model compression, quantization, and 

efficient inference are most effective, and what trade-offs exist between on-device processing, edge inference, and cloud analytics. 

This question reflects the growing recognition that the conventional cloud-centric paradigm is often unsuitable for IoT applications 

requiring low latency, privacy preservation, or operation under intermittent connectivity, necessitating careful analysis of distributed 

deployment strategies [73]. The fourth research question identifies what are the key challenges, limitations, and open problems in 

applying machine learning to IoT sensor systems, where do current approaches fall short of practical deployment requirements, and 

what research directions offer the greatest potential for advancing the field toward more effective, efficient, and robust ML-

enhanced sensing. This question ensures the survey provides not only a retrospective synthesis of existing work but also a forward-

looking perspective that can guide future research efforts [74]. 

Addressing these research questions provides value to multiple stakeholder communities with different perspectives and priorities. 

For academic researchers in machine learning and sensor systems, the survey offers comprehensive coverage of the state of the art, 

identification of open problems and research gaps, synthesis of empirical findings that can inform algorithm development, and 

contextualization of theoretical advances within practical deployment constraints [75]. For IoT system developers and engineers, 

the survey provides actionable guidance on algorithm selection for specific applications, understanding of trade-offs between 

accuracy, energy efficiency, and complexity, practical considerations for implementation and deployment, and awareness of 
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potential pitfalls and failure modes [76]. For hardware designers and sensor manufacturers, the survey illuminates opportunities for 

co-design approaches that jointly optimize sensor hardware and ML algorithms, requirements for computational capabilities and 

interfaces to support on-device intelligence, and emerging trends that may influence future product development [77]. For 

policymakers, standards bodies, and industry stakeholders, the survey offers assessment of technology maturity and readiness for 

large-scale deployment, identification of barriers to adoption and areas requiring standardization, understanding of security, privacy, 

and safety implications, and perspective on the potential societal and economic impacts of ML-enhanced IoT sensing [78]. 

The significance of addressing these research questions extends beyond the immediate technical domain to broader implications for 

the future of sensing and cyber-physical systems. Machine learning-enhanced sensors have the potential to enable entirely new 

applications and capabilities that were previously impractical or impossible with conventional sensing approaches, expanding the 

scope and impact of IoT technologies [79]. Energy efficiency improvements enabled by intelligent sensing and data processing can 

extend device lifetimes, reduce maintenance requirements, and enable deployment in scenarios where frequent battery replacement 

is infeasible, accelerating IoT adoption in diverse domains [80]. Edge intelligence and distributed learning architectures can address 

privacy concerns by processing sensitive data locally rather than transmitting it to cloud services, potentially enabling IoT 

applications in healthcare, finance, and other domains where data privacy is paramount [81]. Co-design methodologies that optimize 

sensors and algorithms jointly may lead to more capable, compact, and cost-effective sensing solutions, democratizing access to 

sophisticated sensing capabilities and enabling new forms of environmental monitoring, infrastructure management, and human-

computer interaction [82]. By providing a comprehensive, critical synthesis of the current state of machine learning for IoT sensor 

design and identifying priority directions for future work, this survey aims to accelerate progress toward realizing these potential 

benefits while addressing the challenges and limitations that currently constrain practical deployment. 

 
4. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

This survey employs a systematic approach to identifying, selecting, and synthesizing relevant literature on machine learning 

algorithms for IoT sensor design, following established guidelines for conducting literature reviews in rapidly evolving technical 

domains while adapting the methodology to accommodate the breadth and diversity of the target literature. The methodology 

encompasses search strategy and database selection, inclusion and exclusion criteria for paper selection, data extraction and 

categorization procedures, synthesis and analysis approach, and acknowledgment of methodological limitations. The goal is to 

provide comprehensive coverage of recent advances while maintaining focus on the most relevant and high-quality contributions 

to the field. 

The search strategy was designed to capture relevant literature across multiple dimensions including algorithmic approaches, 

application domains, and implementation considerations, using a combination of database searches, forward and backward citation 

tracking, and expert consultation. Four major academic databases were systematically searched to ensure broad coverage of 

published literature. SciSpace provided semantic search capabilities across over 200 million papers with emphasis on recent 

publications, enabling queries formulated as natural language questions that captured the conceptual scope of the survey [83]. The 

primary search query used was "What are the recent advances in machine learning algorithms for IoT sensor design and 

optimization?" supplemented by searches targeting specific algorithm families and application domains. SciSpace Full-Text Search 

extended coverage by searching within the full text of papers rather than only titles and abstracts, identifying relevant work that 

might not be captured by metadata-only searches [84]. Google Scholar provided broad coverage including conference proceedings, 

technical reports, and preprints that might not be indexed in traditional academic databases, with keyword searches combining terms 

such as "machine learning algorithms," "IoT sensor design," "optimization," "deep learning," and "neural networks" [85]. arXiv 

covered preprint literature in computer science, electrical engineering, and related fields, enabling access to cutting-edge research 

that may not yet have appeared in peer-reviewed venues, using Boolean searches combining "machine learning," "IoT sensors," 

and "design" with temporal restrictions to focus on recent work [86]. 

All searches were restricted to publications from 2020 onwards to focus on the recent research era while capturing the transformative 

impact of advances in deep learning, edge computing, and IoT technologies during this period. The temporal restriction balances 

the desire for comprehensive historical coverage against the practical need to manage the scope of the survey and emphasize 

contemporary approaches most relevant to current and future systems. The initial search executed in November 2025 yielded 100 

papers from SciSpace, 100 papers from SciSpace Full-Text Search, 20 papers from Google Scholar, and 20 papers from arXiv, for 

a total initial corpus of 240 papers. These results were then subjected to deduplication to identify and remove papers that appeared 

in multiple search results, producing a consolidated set of 98 unique papers that formed the primary corpus for detailed analysis. 

Inclusion criteria were designed to select papers that make substantive contributions to understanding machine learning algorithms 

for IoT sensor systems while excluding tangentially related work. Papers were included if they met all of the following conditions. 

First, the publication date fell between January 2020 and November 2025, ensuring focus on recent advances while allowing 

sufficient time for peer review and publication of work conducted during the target period. Second, the publication type was peer-

reviewed journal articles, conference papers, or preprints from reputable venues or archives, providing quality assurance while 

allowing inclusion of emerging research. Third, the content focus explicitly addressed machine learning or deep learning algorithms 

applied to IoT sensor systems, covering topics such as sensor design and optimization, sensor data processing and analysis, network 

optimization and resource management, edge computing and on-device inference, or energy efficiency and power management. 

Fourth, the contribution type provided algorithmic techniques and methods, empirical evaluations and performance comparisons, 

surveys or systematic reviews, or theoretical analysis and optimization frameworks. Fifth, the paper was written in English and 

provided sufficient technical detail to extract meaningful information about algorithms, applications, and performance. 

Exclusion criteria eliminated papers that were out of scope or provided insufficient information for synthesis. Papers were excluded 

if they focused solely on IoT applications without substantive coverage of machine learning algorithms, described only generic 

machine learning concepts without specific application to sensor systems, presented only simulation studies without validation on 
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real sensor data or hardware, were superseded by more comprehensive or recent versions, lacked sufficient technical detail or 

empirical results for analysis, or were position papers or editorials without technical content. The application of these criteria 

involved careful judgment in borderline cases, with decisions documented to ensure transparency and consistency. 

Data extraction from included papers followed a structured template designed to capture key information needed to address the 

research questions. For each paper, the following elements were systematically recorded. Bibliographic information included 

authors, title, publication venue, date, and digital object identifier to enable precise citation and retrieval. Algorithm characteristics 

documented the specific machine learning techniques employed including algorithm family such as supervised, unsupervised, 

reinforcement learning, or deep learning, architecture details such as network topology, layer types, and model size, and training 

approach such as batch learning, online learning, transfer learning, or federated learning. Application domain specified the IoT 

sensor context including sensor types such as environmental, motion, acoustic, visual, or chemical sensors, application area such as 

smart cities, industrial IoT, healthcare, or agriculture, and deployment scale such as single node, local network, or large-scale 

distributed system. Performance metrics extracted quantitative results including accuracy, precision, recall, or other task-specific 

metrics, energy consumption for inference, training, or communication, latency and throughput for real-time applications, and 

model size and computational complexity. Implementation details captured information about hardware platforms, software 

frameworks, and practical deployment considerations. Identified limitations and challenges documented issues and constraints 

noted by the authors. 

Analysis and synthesis of the extracted data proceeded through multiple stages to organize findings and address the research 

questions. Categorical mapping developed a comprehensive taxonomy of machine learning algorithms for IoT sensors by 

identifying common algorithm families and architectures across papers, organizing techniques by learning paradigm and 

application, and creating hierarchical categorizations that capture relationships between approaches [87]. Thematic analysis 

identified recurring patterns and insights including benefits and advantages reported across studies, challenges and limitations that 

constrain practical deployment, trade-offs between competing objectives such as accuracy versus energy efficiency, and best 

practices and design principles emerging from successful implementations [88]. Comparative synthesis examined empirical 

performance results by aggregating quantitative findings across studies, identifying factors that influence relative performance, 

assessing the strength of evidence for different approaches, and noting inconsistencies or contradictions in reported results. Gap 

analysis identified areas where knowledge is limited or absent by comparing the scope of existing work against the full range of 

relevant topics, noting methodological limitations that affect interpretation of results, and highlighting open problems and research 

opportunities [89]. 

Quality assessment of included papers considered multiple dimensions of methodological rigor and contribution significance, 

though formal quality scoring was not applied given the diversity of paper types and research approaches. For empirical studies, 

assessment considered the appropriateness of experimental design, size and representativeness of datasets, statistical rigor of 

performance evaluation, and transparency regarding limitations and potential confounds. For surveys and reviews, assessment 

evaluated comprehensiveness of coverage, critical analysis versus descriptive summary, and identification of gaps and future 

directions. For theoretical or algorithmic papers, assessment examined novelty of contributions, mathematical rigor, and connection 

to practical applications. This multidimensional quality assessment informed the relative weight given to different papers in the 

synthesis while avoiding rigid exclusion based on single quality dimensions. 

The methodology has several important limitations that should be considered when interpreting the survey findings. The search 

strategy, while comprehensive, may have missed relevant papers published in specialized venues not well-indexed by the selected 

databases, work published in languages other than English, or very recent work that had not yet been indexed at the time of the 

search. The temporal restriction to 2020 onwards excludes potentially relevant foundational work from earlier periods, though this 

trade-off was deemed necessary to maintain focus on contemporary approaches. The inclusion and exclusion criteria involve 

subjective judgments that other researchers might apply differently, potentially affecting which papers were included in the final 

corpus. The data extraction process relied on information provided in the papers themselves, which may be incomplete, inconsistent 

across papers, or subject to reporting biases that favor positive results. The synthesis and analysis reflect the authors' interpretation 

and organization of the literature, and alternative taxonomies or analytical frameworks might yield different insights. The 

heterogeneity of experimental conditions, performance metrics, and reporting practices across papers limits the extent to which 

quantitative results can be directly compared or aggregated. Publication bias likely results in underrepresentation of negative results, 

failed approaches, and limitations of successful methods. The rapidly evolving nature of the field means that some findings may be 

superseded by more recent work even during the survey preparation period. These limitations are inherent to survey research in 

fast-moving technical domains and are mitigated through transparent reporting, cautious interpretation of findings, and explicit 

acknowledgment of uncertainty where appropriate. 

 
5. OUTCOMES AND RESULTS 

The synthesis of 98 papers on machine learning algorithms for IoT sensor design reveals a rich and rapidly evolving landscape 

characterized by diverse algorithmic approaches, wide-ranging applications, and increasing sophistication in addressing the unique 

challenges of resource-constrained, distributed sensing systems. This section presents comprehensive findings organized by 

algorithm taxonomy, application domains, performance characteristics, energy efficiency considerations, edge computing 

strategies, and persistent challenges, drawing on empirical results, comparative analyses, and expert perspectives from the surveyed 

literature to provide an integrated understanding of the current state of the field. 

The taxonomy of machine learning algorithms for IoT sensor systems organizes approaches according to learning paradigm, 

architectural characteristics, and primary application focus, providing a structured framework for understanding the diverse 

techniques employed in recent research. Supervised learning methods remain the most widely applied category, with decision trees 

and ensemble methods including random forests and gradient boosting machines offering interpretable models with good 
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performance on tabular sensor data and moderate-dimensional feature spaces [12]. These techniques excel in classification tasks 

such as activity recognition from wearable sensors, fault detection in industrial equipment, and environmental condition 

categorization from multi-sensor inputs, with the advantage that their tree-based structure provides some degree of interpretability 

that can be valuable for debugging and regulatory compliance [90]. Support vector machines continue to find application in binary 

and multi-class classification problems, particularly when training data is limited and the feature space has moderate dimensionality, 

though their computational cost for training on large datasets and their sensitivity to hyperparameter selection limit their use in 

some scenarios [91]. Neural networks with fully connected architectures serve as general-purpose function approximators for both 

classification and regression, offering flexibility in modeling complex nonlinear relationships at the cost of increased computational 

requirements and reduced interpretability compared to simpler methods [92]. 

Unsupervised learning techniques address scenarios where labeled training data is unavailable or expensive to obtain, enabling 

pattern discovery, anomaly detection, and dimensionality reduction without explicit supervision. K-means clustering and variants 

provide simple yet effective approaches for grouping similar sensor readings, identifying operational modes, or segmenting time 

series data into distinct regimes, with computational efficiency that makes them suitable for on-device processing on resource-

constrained nodes [93]. Principal component analysis and linear discriminant analysis offer classical dimensionality reduction 

techniques that project high-dimensional sensor data into lower-dimensional spaces while preserving variance or class separability, 

reducing storage requirements and computational costs for subsequent processing stages [94]. Autoencoders and their variants 

including variational autoencoders and denoising autoencoders learn compressed representations of sensor data in an unsupervised 

or self-supervised manner, with the reconstruction error providing a natural anomaly score for detecting unusual patterns or sensor 

faults [46]. These neural network-based approaches can capture nonlinear structure that linear methods miss, though at the cost of 

increased computational requirements and the need for sufficient training data to learn meaningful representations. 

Reinforcement learning and learning automata provide frameworks for sequential decision-making and adaptive control that are 

particularly well-suited to optimizing sensor network operation over time. Q-learning and deep Q-networks enable agents to learn 

optimal policies for tasks such as sensor scheduling, duty cycling, and power management by interacting with the environment and 

receiving reward signals that encode objectives such as coverage maximization or energy minimization [95]. Policy gradient 

methods and actor-critic architectures offer alternative approaches that can handle continuous action spaces and provide more stable 

learning in some scenarios, though they typically require more samples and careful tuning of hyperparameters [96]. Learning 

automata represent a class of lightweight reinforcement learning algorithms that are particularly attractive for resource-constrained 

IoT nodes due to their simplicity and low computational overhead, with recent studies demonstrating their effectiveness for sleep 

scheduling and adaptive sampling in wireless sensor networks [14]. Multi-agent reinforcement learning extends these concepts to 

scenarios where multiple sensor nodes must coordinate their actions, enabling distributed optimization of network-level objectives 

while accounting for local constraints and limited communication [97]. 

Deep learning architectures have emerged as the dominant paradigm for processing complex, high-dimensional sensor data, 

leveraging hierarchical feature learning to extract meaningful patterns from raw inputs without extensive manual feature 

engineering. Convolutional neural networks excel at processing sensor data with spatial structure or local correlation patterns, with 

applications ranging from image classification in visual IoT sensors to one-dimensional convolutions over time series data from 

accelerometers, gyroscopes, and other motion sensors [44]. The convolutional and pooling layers provide translation invariance 

and hierarchical feature extraction that can capture both low-level patterns and high-level semantic concepts, though the 

computational cost of convolutions and the memory requirements for storing intermediate activations pose challenges for on-device 

deployment [98]. Recurrent neural networks including long short-term memory and gated recurrent unit architectures address 

temporal dependencies in sequential sensor data, maintaining internal state that enables them to model long-range correlations and 

temporal dynamics that are crucial for many sensing tasks [45]. The recurrent connections allow these networks to process variable-

length sequences and maintain context across time steps, though training can be challenging due to vanishing gradients and the 

sequential nature of processing limits parallelization [99]. 

Transformer architectures adapted from natural language processing have recently been applied to sensor data, using self-attention 

mechanisms to model relationships between different time steps or different sensors without the sequential processing constraints 

of RNNs. The attention mechanism enables the model to focus on relevant parts of the input sequence and capture long-range 

dependencies more effectively than RNNs in some cases, though the quadratic complexity of self-attention with respect to sequence 

length and the large number of parameters in typical transformer models create challenges for deployment on resource-constrained 

devices [47]. Hybrid architectures that combine convolutional layers for local feature extraction with recurrent or attention layers 

for temporal modeling offer a middle ground that can leverage the strengths of different architectural components, with designs 

such as CNN-LSTM networks showing strong performance on various sensor analysis tasks [100]. Spiking neural networks 

represent an alternative paradigm inspired by biological neural systems that process event-based data through discrete spikes rather 

than continuous activations, offering potential advantages in energy efficiency and temporal processing that make them particularly 

interesting for IoT applications, though they remain less mature than conventional deep learning approaches and require specialized 

hardware or simulation for efficient implementation [101]. 

Probabilistic models and Bayesian approaches provide frameworks for uncertainty quantification and principled handling of noisy 

sensor data, offering complementary strengths to discriminative deep learning models. Gaussian process regression serves as a 

powerful tool for surrogate modeling in optimization loops, enabling efficient exploration of sensor design spaces by providing not 

only predictions but also uncertainty estimates that guide the selection of new design points to evaluate [17]. The ability to quantify 

uncertainty is particularly valuable in sensor calibration, fusion of multi-modal sensor data, and active learning scenarios where the 

model can request labels for the most informative examples [102]. Bayesian neural networks extend standard neural networks by 

placing probability distributions over weights rather than point estimates, enabling uncertainty quantification in predictions and 

providing a framework for continual learning and model adaptation as new data becomes available [103]. Hidden Markov models 
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and dynamic Bayesian networks model temporal sequences with latent states, offering interpretable probabilistic frameworks for 

tasks such as activity recognition and fault diagnosis, though they are often outperformed by deep learning approaches when 

sufficient training data is available [104]. 

The application of machine learning algorithms to sensor design and optimization represents one of the most innovative and 

potentially transformative directions in recent research, moving beyond treating sensors as fixed data sources to actively optimizing 

their structure and operation. Inverse design approaches use machine learning models to predict sensor performance as a function 

of design parameters, enabling optimization algorithms to search for configurations that maximize desired objectives such as 

sensitivity, selectivity, or bandwidth [6]. Neural networks trained on simulation data or experimental measurements serve as 

surrogate models that are much faster to evaluate than detailed physics-based simulations, allowing exploration of large design 

spaces through evolutionary algorithms, Bayesian optimization, or gradient-based methods [105]. Meta-material sensors exemplify 

this co-design paradigm, with researchers demonstrating that jointly optimizing the physical structure of meta-material elements 

and the neural network reconstruction function can achieve superior performance compared to sequential design approaches [18]. 

One notable study reported environmental reconstruction accuracy exceeding 93 percent for humidity sensing using a deep learning-

based reconstruction coupled with optimized meta-material sensor geometry, demonstrating the practical potential of co-design 

methodologies [5]. 

Gaussian process regression combined with reinforcement learning has been applied to optimize dual-function meta-IoT sensors 

that perform both sensing and communication functions, with the surrogate model enabling efficient exploration of the design space 

and the RL agent learning to balance competing objectives [9]. Evolutionary algorithms and particle swarm optimization have been 

employed to optimize sensor placement in wireless sensor networks, with fitness functions that account for coverage, connectivity, 

and energy efficiency evaluated using machine learning models that predict network performance [106]. Transfer learning enables 

leveraging knowledge from related sensor designs or simulation data to accelerate optimization for new scenarios, reducing the 

amount of experimental data needed to identify good designs [107]. These co-design approaches remain primarily at the research 

stage, with limited evidence of transition to commercial products or large-scale deployment, though they represent a promising 

direction for future sensor development. 

Machine learning algorithms for sensor data processing and analysis address the challenge of extracting meaningful information 

from raw sensor streams, enabling applications ranging from activity recognition and environmental monitoring to fault detection 

and predictive maintenance. Classification tasks such as human activity recognition from wearable sensors have been extensively 

studied, with deep learning approaches achieving accuracy rates exceeding 95 percent on benchmark datasets by learning 

hierarchical features from raw accelerometer and gyroscope data [108]. Anomaly detection in industrial sensor networks employs 

unsupervised learning techniques such as autoencoders and one-class support vector machines to identify unusual patterns that may 

indicate equipment faults or security breaches, with reported detection rates above 90 percent for various industrial 

applications [109]. Time series forecasting using recurrent neural networks and transformers enables predictive maintenance by 

anticipating equipment failures or environmental changes before they occur, with studies reporting prediction horizons ranging 

from minutes to days depending on the application domain and data characteristics [110]. Sensor fusion algorithms that combine 

information from multiple sensors using deep learning architectures can achieve more robust and accurate inference than single-

sensor approaches, with applications in autonomous navigation, environmental monitoring, and health assessment [111]. 

Network-level optimization and resource management represent another major application area where machine learning algorithms 

can significantly improve the efficiency and performance of IoT sensor systems. Energy-efficient routing protocols that use 

reinforcement learning or neural networks to predict traffic patterns and optimize forwarding decisions have demonstrated 

transmission energy savings of 20 to 40 percent compared to conventional routing approaches in various wireless sensor network 

scenarios [112]. Clustering algorithms that group sensor nodes based on spatial proximity, communication patterns, or data 

similarity can reduce communication overhead and balance energy consumption across the network, with machine learning methods 

outperforming traditional heuristics in scenarios with heterogeneous node capabilities or dynamic network conditions [113]. Sleep 

scheduling algorithms that use learning automata or reinforcement learning to determine when nodes should be active or in low-

power sleep mode can extend network lifetime by 50 percent or more while maintaining adequate coverage and data quality [14]. 

One industrial wireless sensor network study reported that an ML-based energy optimization model achieved transmission energy 

savings of approximately 35 percent and notable improvements in sleep-mode energy storage, demonstrating the practical impact 

of intelligent network management [7]. 

Load balancing and congestion control mechanisms that use machine learning to predict traffic patterns and proactively adjust 

routing or transmission rates can improve network throughput and reduce packet loss, particularly in dense deployments with 

variable data rates [114]. Adaptive sampling strategies that use ML models to determine when and what to sense based on predicted 

information value can reduce unnecessary measurements and conserve energy while maintaining adequate monitoring 

coverage [115]. Fault detection and recovery protocols that employ anomaly detection algorithms to identify node failures or 

communication disruptions can trigger reconfiguration or rerouting to maintain network operation, improving robustness in 

challenging deployment environments [116]. These network-level optimizations demonstrate that machine learning can provide 

significant benefits even when applied at the infrastructure layer rather than requiring sophisticated on-device intelligence, making 

them accessible for current-generation IoT systems with limited node capabilities. 

Energy efficiency considerations are paramount in IoT sensor systems and machine learning approaches must carefully balance 

computational costs against the benefits they provide in terms of accuracy, functionality, or network optimization. Inference energy 

consumption for neural networks on resource-constrained microcontrollers typically ranges from microjoules to millijoules per 

inference depending on model size and hardware platform, with studies showing that even relatively small models with thousands 

of parameters can consume energy comparable to or exceeding the cost of wireless transmission of raw sensor data [117]. This 

observation motivates careful analysis of when on-device inference is beneficial compared to transmitting data to edge or cloud 
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resources for processing, with the optimal choice depending on factors such as inference frequency, data dimensionality, 

communication distance, and available computational resources [118]. Model compression techniques including pruning, 

quantization, and knowledge distillation can reduce inference energy by 5 to 100 times with modest accuracy degradation, making 

sophisticated models feasible on platforms where the original model would be prohibitive [119]. 

Training energy consumption for deep learning models is often neglected in IoT sensor research but can be substantial, particularly 

for large models trained on extensive datasets, with estimates suggesting that training a single large neural network can consume 

energy equivalent to the lifetime operational energy of hundreds or thousands of sensor nodes [23]. This observation has important 

implications for scenarios where models must be retrained periodically to adapt to changing conditions or updated with new data, 

motivating research into efficient training algorithms, transfer learning approaches that leverage pre-trained models, and federated 

learning frameworks that distribute training across multiple devices [120]. Communication energy savings enabled by ML-based 

compression, adaptive sampling, or intelligent routing can offset the computational costs of inference in many scenarios, with 

studies reporting net energy reductions of 20 to 50 percent when accounting for both computation and communication [121]. Energy 

harvesting sensors that scavenge power from solar, thermal, or vibrational sources face additional constraints related to the 

intermittent and variable nature of available energy, requiring ML algorithms that can adapt their operation to available power or 

schedule computation during periods of energy availability [122]. 

Edge computing and distributed intelligence architectures provide essential infrastructure for deploying machine learning 

algorithms in IoT sensor systems, enabling trade-offs between on-device processing, edge inference, and cloud analytics that can 

optimize latency, bandwidth, energy consumption, and privacy. Lightweight neural network architectures specifically designed for 

resource-constrained devices include MobileNets that use depthwise separable convolutions to reduce parameters and 

computations, SqueezeNet that achieves AlexNet-level accuracy with 50 times fewer parameters through architectural innovations, 

and EfficientNet that systematically scales network width, depth, and resolution to optimize accuracy-efficiency trade-offs [123]. 

These architectures demonstrate that careful design can achieve strong performance with dramatically reduced computational 

requirements compared to standard networks, making them viable for deployment on microcontrollers and embedded platforms 

common in IoT devices [124]. 

Model quantization techniques that reduce the precision of weights and activations from 32-bit floating point to 8-bit or even binary 

representations can reduce memory requirements by 4 to 32 times and accelerate inference through efficient integer or bitwise 

operations, with studies showing that many sensor analysis tasks can tolerate significant quantization with accuracy degradation of 

only 1 to 3 percent [125]. Neural architecture search methods that automatically discover efficient model architectures for specific 

hardware platforms and tasks have been applied to IoT scenarios, identifying designs that achieve better accuracy-efficiency trade-

offs than manually designed architectures [126]. Hardware acceleration through specialized processors such as neural processing 

units, field-programmable gate arrays, or application-specific integrated circuits can provide 10 to 1000 times speedup and energy 

efficiency improvements compared to general-purpose microcontrollers, though at the cost of increased hardware complexity and 

reduced flexibility [127]. 

Edge servers or fog nodes with greater computational resources than sensor nodes but lower latency than cloud datacenters provide 

an intermediate tier for processing that can balance the benefits of centralized computation against the advantages of local 

processing. Hierarchical architectures that partition ML models between sensor nodes, edge servers, and cloud platforms can 

optimize overall system performance by performing lightweight feature extraction on-device, intermediate processing at the edge, 

and complex analysis or model training in the cloud [128]. Federated learning frameworks enable collaborative training of shared 

models across multiple IoT devices without centralizing raw data, addressing privacy concerns while leveraging distributed data 

for improved model performance [129]. Recent studies have demonstrated federated learning for activity recognition from wearable 

sensors, anomaly detection in industrial IoT, and predictive maintenance applications, showing that collaborative learning can 

achieve accuracy comparable to centralized training while preserving data locality [130]. 

Case studies and real-world implementations provide concrete evidence of the practical benefits and challenges of applying machine 

learning to IoT sensor systems across diverse domains. In smart city applications, ML-enhanced traffic monitoring systems using 

computer vision and sensor fusion have demonstrated the ability to classify vehicle types, estimate traffic flow, and predict 

congestion with accuracy exceeding 90 percent, enabling dynamic traffic management and route optimization [131]. Air quality 

monitoring networks employing low-cost sensors calibrated using machine learning models have achieved measurement accuracy 

within 10 to 20 percent of reference instruments at a fraction of the cost, enabling denser spatial coverage and better characterization 

of pollution patterns [132]. Structural health monitoring systems for bridges and buildings use vibration sensors combined with 

anomaly detection algorithms to identify damage or degradation, with reported sensitivity sufficient to detect subtle changes that 

may indicate safety concerns [133]. 

Industrial IoT deployments for predictive maintenance have achieved substantial cost savings by using machine learning models 

trained on sensor data to predict equipment failures hours to weeks in advance, enabling scheduled maintenance that reduces 

unplanned downtime and extends equipment lifetime [134]. Wearable health monitoring devices employing deep learning for 

activity recognition, fall detection, and physiological signal analysis have demonstrated clinical-grade accuracy for various 

applications while maintaining battery life measured in days through careful optimization of sensing and processing strategies [135]. 

Agricultural IoT systems that integrate soil moisture, weather, and crop sensors with ML-based decision support have shown yield 

improvements of 5 to 15 percent and water savings of 20 to 30 percent compared to conventional practices, demonstrating economic 

and environmental benefits [136]. Environmental monitoring networks for wildlife tracking, ecosystem assessment, and disaster 

early warning employ ML algorithms for species identification from audio or visual sensors, habitat characterization from multi-

modal data, and anomaly detection for events such as fires or floods [137]. 

Despite these successes, case studies also reveal persistent challenges and limitations that constrain broader deployment of ML-

enhanced IoT sensors. Model degradation over time due to sensor drift, environmental changes, or evolving data distributions often 
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requires periodic recalibration or retraining that may be difficult to perform in deployed systems, with some studies reporting 

accuracy drops of 10 to 30 percent over months to years of operation [138]. Generalization across different deployment contexts 

remains problematic, with models trained in one environment often performing poorly when applied to different locations, 

populations, or conditions without transfer learning or domain adaptation [139]. False alarm rates in anomaly detection and 

classification tasks can be high in real-world scenarios with complex, variable data, limiting user trust and requiring human-in-the-

loop verification that reduces the benefit of automation [140]. Energy consumption in practice often exceeds laboratory estimates 

due to factors such as communication overhead, sensor wake-up costs, and inefficiencies in real hardware that are not captured in 

simulations [141]. Integration with existing IoT platforms and infrastructure can be challenging due to heterogeneous protocols, 

data formats, and computational capabilities, requiring significant engineering effort beyond algorithm development [142]. 

Comparative performance analysis across studies is complicated by the heterogeneity of experimental conditions, datasets, metrics, 

and baseline approaches, but some general patterns emerge from synthesis of reported results. Deep learning approaches generally 

achieve higher accuracy than traditional machine learning methods on complex, high-dimensional sensor data when sufficient 

training data is available, with typical improvements of 5 to 15 percent on benchmark tasks, though at the cost of increased 

computational requirements and reduced interpretability [143]. Ensemble methods such as random forests and gradient boosting 

often provide the best accuracy among traditional ML approaches and offer reasonable computational efficiency, making them 

attractive for scenarios where deep learning is impractical [144]. Unsupervised learning methods for anomaly detection typically 

achieve detection rates of 80 to 95 percent with false positive rates of 1 to 10 percent depending on the application, with performance 

highly dependent on the quality of training data and the similarity between training and operational conditions [145]. Reinforcement 

learning for network optimization can improve energy efficiency by 20 to 50 percent compared to heuristic approaches, though 

training can require extensive interaction with the environment or simulation and performance may be sensitive to reward function 

design [146]. 

Model compression techniques can reduce inference energy by factors of 5 to 100 with accuracy degradation of 1 to 5 percent for 

many sensor analysis tasks, making them essential for deployment on resource-constrained devices [147]. Edge computing 

architectures that partition processing between devices and edge servers can reduce latency by 50 to 90 percent compared to cloud-

only approaches while still leveraging more sophisticated models than would be feasible on-device alone [148]. Federated learning 

can achieve accuracy within 1 to 5 percent of centralized training in many scenarios while preserving data privacy, though 

communication overhead and convergence time can be significant challenges [149]. These comparative findings provide general 

guidance for algorithm selection and system design, though the optimal approach for any specific application depends on detailed 

consideration of requirements, constraints, and deployment context. 

Persistent challenges and limitations identified across the surveyed literature highlight areas where current approaches fall short 

and future research is needed. Standardization of benchmarks, datasets, and evaluation metrics is lacking, making it difficult to 

compare approaches across studies and assess generalizability [21]. Most published work reports results on clean, well-curated 

datasets or controlled laboratory experiments, with limited evaluation of robustness to real-world noise, variability, and adversarial 

conditions [150]. Interpretability and explainability of complex ML models remain limited, creating challenges for debugging, 

regulatory compliance, and user trust, particularly in safety-critical applications [151]. Security and adversarial robustness receive 

insufficient attention despite the physical accessibility of many IoT sensors and the potential for attackers to manipulate inputs or 

extract sensitive information from models [152]. Energy consumption analysis often accounts only for inference costs while 

neglecting training energy, model update costs, and the energy required for data collection and transmission [153]. Long-term 

performance and reliability in real-world deployments are under-studied, with most evaluations covering days to weeks rather than 

the months to years relevant for practical systems [154]. Integration with manufacturing processes and commercial production for 

ML-optimized sensor designs remains largely unexplored, creating uncertainty about practical feasibility and cost-

effectiveness [155]. These challenges underscore the need for continued research that addresses not only algorithmic performance 

but also the practical, operational, and systemic considerations essential for successful deployment of ML-enhanced IoT sensor 

systems. 

 
6. CONCLUSION 

This comprehensive survey has synthesized recent advances in machine learning algorithms for IoT sensor design, covering 

algorithmic approaches, applications, performance characteristics, energy efficiency considerations, edge computing strategies, and 

persistent challenges based on analysis of 98 papers published between 2020 and 2025. The findings reveal a field characterized by 

rapid innovation, diverse approaches, and increasing sophistication in addressing the unique constraints and requirements of 

resource-limited, distributed sensing systems, while also highlighting significant gaps and challenges that must be addressed to 

realize the full potential of ML-enhanced IoT sensors in practical deployments. 

The key findings from this survey can be organized into several overarching themes that characterize the current state of the field. 

First, machine learning has evolved from a post-hoc data analysis tool to an integral component of sensor design and operation, 

with co-design methodologies that jointly optimize sensor hardware and inference algorithms demonstrating superior performance 

compared to sequential design approaches in domains such as meta-material sensing and computational imaging [6][18]. Second, 

the diversity of machine learning approaches applied to IoT sensors spans supervised learning methods including decision trees, 

support vector machines, and neural networks for classification and regression tasks, unsupervised techniques such as clustering 

and autoencoders for pattern discovery and anomaly detection, reinforcement learning for sequential decision-making and network 

optimization, and deep learning architectures including CNNs, RNNs, and transformers for high-dimensional feature 

learning [1][15]. Third, empirical evidence demonstrates measurable benefits including accuracy improvements of 5 to 15 percent 

from deep learning compared to traditional methods on complex sensor analysis tasks, energy savings of 20 to 50 percent from ML-

based network optimization and adaptive sampling strategies, and reconstruction accuracy exceeding 93 percent for ML-enabled 
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meta-material sensors [5][7][108]. Fourth, edge computing and model compression techniques including lightweight architectures, 

quantization, and pruning are essential for deploying ML algorithms on resource-constrained IoT devices, with studies showing 5 

to 100 times reduction in inference energy while maintaining acceptable accuracy [119][123]. Fifth, persistent challenges including 

lack of standardized benchmarks, limited robustness evaluation, insufficient attention to interpretability and security, and gaps 

between laboratory demonstrations and long-term field deployments constrain the practical impact and adoption of ML-enhanced 

sensor technologies [21][150][154]. 

The implications of these findings vary across different stakeholder communities with distinct perspectives and priorities. For 

academic researchers in machine learning and sensor systems, the survey highlights several actionable directions. Researchers 

should pursue co-design methodologies that treat sensor structure, signal processing, and inference algorithms as jointly optimizable 

components rather than separate design phases, with particular attention to inverse design approaches that use ML models as 

surrogate functions in optimization loops [6][105]. They should develop and validate lightweight model architectures and efficient 

training algorithms specifically tailored to the constraints of IoT deployment, including limited memory, computational resources, 

and energy budgets [124]. Researchers should prioritize robustness evaluation including testing under realistic noise conditions, 

environmental variability, sensor drift, and adversarial perturbations to better understand the practical reliability of proposed 

approaches [150]. They should contribute to the development of standardized benchmarks, datasets, and evaluation protocols that 

enable meaningful comparison across studies and facilitate reproducible research [21]. Researchers should investigate explainable 

AI techniques adapted to sensor systems to improve model interpretability, enable debugging of deployed systems, and support 

regulatory compliance in safety-critical applications [151]. They should explore federated learning and privacy-preserving 

techniques that enable collaborative model training while protecting sensitive data, addressing a key barrier to adoption in 

healthcare, finance, and other privacy-sensitive domains [129]. 

For IoT system developers and engineers responsible for implementing sensor networks and applications, the survey provides 

practical guidance on algorithm selection and deployment strategies. Developers should carefully analyze the energy trade-offs 

between on-device inference and cloud processing, considering not only computational costs but also communication energy and 

latency requirements, with edge computing architectures often providing optimal balance [118]. They should leverage model 

compression techniques including quantization, pruning, and knowledge distillation to make sophisticated models feasible on 

resource-constrained devices, accepting modest accuracy degradation in exchange for substantial efficiency improvements [119]. 

Developers should implement adaptive and hierarchical processing strategies that adjust sensing frequency, model complexity, and 

data transmission based on available energy, information value, and application requirements [115]. They should plan for model 

maintenance and updates to address sensor drift and environmental changes, incorporating mechanisms for periodic recalibration 

or online learning that can adapt to evolving conditions [138]. Developers should validate models under realistic deployment 

conditions including environmental variability, noise, and edge cases rather than relying solely on clean laboratory data [150]. They 

should design human-in-the-loop workflows for applications where false alarms or errors have significant consequences, using ML 

to assist rather than replace human judgment [140]. 

For hardware designers and sensor manufacturers exploring opportunities to integrate machine learning capabilities into sensor 

products, the survey illuminates several strategic directions. Designers should consider co-design approaches that optimize sensor 

hardware for specific ML algorithms or vice versa, potentially enabling simpler, cheaper, or more capable sensors than conventional 

designs [6]. They should evaluate the inclusion of hardware acceleration such as neural processing units or specialized accelerators 

that can provide 10 to 1000 times improvements in energy efficiency for inference compared to general-purpose processors [127]. 

Designers should develop interfaces and abstractions that facilitate deployment of ML models on sensor platforms, including 

support for common frameworks, efficient model loading and execution, and tools for profiling and optimization [142]. They should 

consider the full life-cycle energy consumption including training, inference, and updates rather than only inference costs, as 

training energy can dominate in scenarios requiring frequent model retraining [23]. Designers should incorporate security features 

that protect against adversarial attacks on ML models, including secure boot, model encryption, and runtime integrity 

checking [152]. They should engage with the research community to understand emerging techniques and requirements, 

participating in standardization efforts that can facilitate broader adoption of ML-enhanced sensor technologies [78]. 

For policymakers, standards bodies, and industry stakeholders concerned with the broader implications and governance of ML-

enhanced IoT systems, the survey provides perspective on technology maturity, deployment challenges, and societal considerations. 

Stakeholders should support the development of standardized benchmarks, evaluation protocols, and performance metrics that 

enable fair comparison of approaches and facilitate technology assessment [21]. They should encourage research into interpretable 

and explainable ML for sensors to support regulatory oversight, safety certification, and public trust, particularly for applications 

in healthcare, transportation, and critical infrastructure [151]. Stakeholders should promote privacy-preserving ML techniques and 

establish guidelines for data collection, use, and retention in IoT sensing applications, balancing innovation against individual 

privacy rights [81]. They should assess the environmental impact of ML-enhanced IoT systems including manufacturing, operation, 

and disposal, encouraging life-cycle analysis and sustainable design practices [23]. Stakeholders should facilitate technology 

transfer from research to commercial deployment through funding mechanisms, public-private partnerships, and support for pilot 

projects that demonstrate practical benefits [78]. They should monitor security and safety implications of ML-enhanced sensors, 

developing standards and best practices for adversarial robustness, fail-safe behaviors, and incident response [152]. 

This survey has several important limitations that should be considered when interpreting the findings and their implications. As a 

secondary synthesis of published literature, the survey's conclusions depend on the scope, quality, and reporting practices of the 

original studies, which vary considerably across the corpus. Publication bias likely results in overrepresentation of positive results 

and underrepresentation of failed approaches, negative findings, and limitations of successful methods, potentially creating an 

overly optimistic view of the field. The temporal restriction to 2020 to 2025 provides focus on recent advances but excludes 

potentially relevant foundational work from earlier periods that may offer valuable insights. The search strategy, while systematic 
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and comprehensive, may have missed relevant papers in specialized venues, non-English publications, or very recent work not yet 

indexed in the databases searched. The heterogeneity of experimental conditions, performance metrics, and reporting practices 

across studies limits quantitative comparison and meta-analysis, requiring qualitative synthesis that involves interpretive judgment. 

The rapid evolution of the field means that some findings may be superseded by more recent work even during the survey 

preparation period, and emerging techniques may not yet have sufficient published evidence to be comprehensively covered. The 

survey focuses primarily on technical and performance considerations with limited coverage of economic, social, and ethical 

dimensions that are also important for assessing the overall value and impact of ML-enhanced IoT sensors. 

Future research directions that emerge from this survey span technical, methodological, and systemic dimensions, each offering 

opportunities to advance the field toward more effective, efficient, and practical ML-enhanced IoT sensor systems. From a technical 

perspective, advancing co-design methodologies that jointly optimize sensor hardware and ML algorithms remains a high-priority 

direction, with particular needs for automated design tools that can explore large design spaces efficiently, validation of co-designed 

sensors in real-world deployments beyond laboratory demonstrations, and investigation of manufacturing constraints and cost 

implications for ML-optimized sensor structures [6][155]. Developing more efficient ML algorithms specifically tailored to IoT 

constraints including ultra-lightweight architectures that can run on microcontrollers with kilobytes of RAM, training algorithms 

that minimize energy consumption and data requirements, and online learning methods that enable continuous adaptation with 

minimal computational overhead represents another critical need [124]. Improving model robustness and reliability through 

systematic evaluation under realistic conditions including noise, drift, and adversarial perturbations, development of techniques for 

uncertainty quantification and confidence estimation, and design of fail-safe behaviors and graceful degradation strategies for 

safety-critical applications will be essential for practical deployment [150][61]. 

From a methodological perspective, establishing standardized benchmarks and evaluation frameworks including reference datasets 

spanning diverse sensor modalities and applications, agreed-upon performance metrics that capture accuracy, efficiency, robustness, 

and other relevant dimensions, and protocols for fair comparison that account for different hardware platforms and deployment 

contexts would significantly benefit the field by enabling meaningful comparison across studies and facilitating reproducible 

research [21]. Conducting long-term field studies that evaluate ML-enhanced sensors over months to years in operational 

environments, assess model degradation and maintenance requirements, and validate energy consumption and reliability predictions 

from laboratory studies would provide essential evidence of practical viability [154]. Developing comprehensive energy models 

that account for training, inference, communication, and sensor operation, evaluate life-cycle energy consumption from 

manufacturing through disposal, and optimize for overall system efficiency rather than individual components would enable more 

informed design decisions [23]. 

From a systemic perspective, advancing privacy-preserving and secure ML techniques including federated learning frameworks 

optimized for IoT constraints, differential privacy mechanisms that protect sensitive data while enabling useful inference, and 

adversarial robustness methods that defend against attacks on ML-enabled sensors addresses critical barriers to adoption in privacy-

sensitive and security-critical domains [129][152]. Improving interpretability and explainability through development of techniques 

adapted to sensor systems and resource-constrained deployment, creation of tools for debugging and validation of deployed ML 

models, and establishment of best practices for documentation and transparency in ML-enhanced sensor products would support 

regulatory compliance and user trust [151]. Facilitating technology transfer and commercialization by developing reference 

implementations and open-source tools for common platforms, establishing industry-academia partnerships to validate approaches 

in real applications, and creating pathways from research prototypes to commercial products would accelerate practical impact [78]. 

Addressing ethical and societal implications through assessment of equity and access issues in ML-enhanced sensing technologies, 

evaluation of environmental sustainability across the product life cycle, and engagement with stakeholders including end users, 

policymakers, and affected communities would ensure responsible development and deployment [81]. 

In conclusion, machine learning has emerged as a transformative technology for IoT sensor design, enabling capabilities ranging 

from intelligent data processing and energy-efficient operation to entirely new sensing paradigms through hardware-algorithm co-

design. The field has progressed from early applications focused on network-level optimization to sophisticated approaches that 

integrate ML throughout the sensing pipeline, from design-time optimization through runtime adaptation. Empirical evidence 

demonstrates substantial benefits including improved accuracy, reduced energy consumption, and enhanced functionality, while 

also revealing significant challenges related to resource constraints, robustness, interpretability, and practical deployment. Realizing 

the full potential of ML-enhanced IoT sensors will require continued innovation in algorithms and architectures, rigorous evaluation 

under realistic conditions, development of supporting infrastructure and tools, and careful attention to energy efficiency, privacy, 

security, and other systemic considerations. By addressing the technical challenges and research gaps identified in this survey while 

remaining mindful of practical constraints and broader implications, the research community can advance toward a future where 

intelligent, adaptive, and efficient sensing systems enable transformative applications across smart cities, industrial automation, 

healthcare, environmental monitoring, and countless other domains that benefit from pervasive, intelligent sensing. 
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